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h*r&' KCX1 $i:Xpi* S*i*e tS lh* :b**t No. there are no women in white lab coats conducting experiments and

howning over their notes. The road testers here are real people, iust tike you, with various body and skin types fto hetp find fashion and

beauty choices to suit everyone), homes to clean and decorate, meats to prepare-and tittle time to fit it atl in. Testers put products through

their paces in reat-t i fe situationsr lhey usevacuumsforvacuuming; thevwear night creams overnight. Then they do i t  again' And again'

l jse this guide to take the guesswork out of shopping and make the most of what you buy'



to syrup, with love
There'i nothing like the real thing-except, of course, when the imitatiorr tastes better.

That's what Realsimple tasters discovered in a blincl sampling of nationaliy available symps.

V/hat's called pancake synrp-usuaily a biend of corn syrup and flavorings--was {surprise)
the popular favorite, beating out pule maple. "It's what I grew up with," explained one panelist.

Fans of the natural product, though, couldn't be swayed. Here are the best in both categgries.

pancake $yrup rnaptre s)rrup

ber*t regular
A{' NT J EM{e{A Ofr.{C 1| Sr J{[.

"Pteasantty sweet," sald one tester. Many called this "a classic

syrup," commenting on the tight, mapley taste. "l love the

consistency," said a panetist ofthe iust-thick-enough btend.

TO BUY: $3.50 for 24 ounces.

pes,': $Llgar-tr:.:
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This diet-friendty alternative is made with Splettda, which

mav account for the "intense sweetness" that strtlck several

testers, "lt has a little kici< that's atmosi spicy," saicl one.

To BUY: $: .50 for 24 ounccs.

best grad: A
${{Gi$l,A{qD 5{rGA&',,vsRi{5 GRAsfr ,A i*rXRK Afii}lSsR

Pure syrup is graded by eo{or (A is the lighter and more

delicate ofthe two avaitabte in supermarkets). This "smooth,

silky" favorite has a "smoky, toasted ftavor," said a tesier.

To BUY: $6.50 for eight ounces.

best grade B
tt0{}rlll.8$ Fl\alULf tAe;!15 ORGA!{{ G {"1'Ot ::

The stiong flavor put sr)me off. but others found ihis deep,

dark syrup evocative of a New Engtand fall. "l think of cc'zy

f i res,"  said a fan.  Added anot ier :  "Br ing on t l te pancakesl ' '

To BgY: $10 for 12 ounces.

h*yomcil
br ci{fxgt
lry usiulg pure mapte
svr$p.*

ix *s a gleee: Erush
on flsh, chicken,
or pork hefore baking,

s ,)ra b{!rra:.rft:r!
$pread toasted bread
rsunds with blue
cheesa then drixzle
witil syrup.

x In !:ilfietl Blend
1 tab{espo0n syrup
with L sticksoftened
bu{ter. Use on baked
carrots, muFfins, and
$ast"

:: {t: Ei:air;: 8le*tl
t cup vani{la ice trearrr
lrith r.fa cup mitl<,and
? tabtespocns syrup.

: $ver pottntal $rizah
vrith syrup just before,
sen'in$,

, ,$ qarfltlrt Tosg 1
pau!"ld {a{'{st sticks eritli
? tabiespoons syrup,
2 teerpoons olive cil,
r/3 tfaspoon kosh€l
sa[t, and 11+ teaspoon
pepper. Roast at lr0l" i
t${ t5 i'niflutes"
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maptesyrup.


